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‘The Buddha himself renounced “Wealth destroys the stupid

enormous wealth when he set out on But not those who seek the Beyond.
his spiritual quest - but he also Craving for wealth, the stupid
renounced extreme poverty - the Destroy themselves as well as others.”

Dhammapada 355

7

middle way leads to hapy

Wealth is not a bad thing,
provided that we use it for the
benefit of all- but it is easy to
develop attachment to it, and
attachments prevent us
becoming happy & fulfilled.

The First Noble Truth states that Ife is.
inherently unsatisfactory. The Second
Noble Truth states that the cause of this
is craving; always wanting more. But the
Third Noble Truth states that avoiding
craving (by sharing - practicing Dana)

can lead us to happiness.

Monks and Nuns in the
Sangha take, as one of
their precepts, the
promise to "avoid
handiing gold o silver"

“Monks, if people knew, as 1 know, the fruits
of sharing gifts, they would not enjoy their
use without sharing them, nor wouid the
taint of stinginess obsess the heart. Even if
it were their last bit, their last morsel of food,

Buddhism N
encourages Dana What does
they would not enjoy its use without sharing (Giving, generosity Buddhism |
It ifthere was someone else to share it and Charity). teach about This Is often seen as
with. Wealth, Lay Buddhists (those who live in being rewarded with
fivuttaka 18 g and society) are reminded of Dana by “merit’, which will bring
Charity? their practice of feeding the Monks, spiritual progress.
who depend upon the alms round
for their food in some Buddhist

% “If you have ltle, give a tle; if you countries.
“Some provide from the lite they have a middiing amount, give a E 5
havs,pomsrs e et midaling amount; if you have much, A Vl’lm 5"0:9’ of merit
don't ke to give. An offering given give much. It is not flting ot to give at wiltpour down on a
from what ltle one has Is worth a all. Kosiya, | say to you, “Share your Samyutty Nikaya 101
thousand times its value." wealth, use it. One who eats alone eats 7 ya l.
‘Samyutta Nikaya .18 not happily.”
Jataka V.382
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