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Listen to Me!
Students work with a partner to share ideas.
Developing Thinking
  (
Dialogue Skills
    (
Active Listening    (
Cooperation    (
Conflict mediation (
Reflection  (
You will need a timer for this activity - preferably one that is visible to the students.  You can download one here, or choose from a whole range of online resources here. 
· Get students working in pairs - pair them up with; someone at their desk, a usual partner, someone that they choose, or use numbers / cut up pictures to pair them.  (Hand out cards with numbers on - 2 of each number - when students come in, then ask them to find the student with the same number). 

· Outline the activity for the students; the speaker will have a set amount of time to share their ideas, and then the listener must feedback. Then roles are exchanged.  Both elements need to be well-prepared.

· Speaker needs to be prepared to fill a whole minute with their contribution - ideally this should be personal and subjective ("What do I think about this..." "What matters to me"). Speakers can refer to very brief prepared notes (a few bullet points - not a script).

· Listener needs to be prepared to listen effectively ("Think what a good listener looks like" teacher models good listening first), and then provide focussed individual feedback - so finishing a sentence like "I was interested in....", "I was fascinated by"
· Establish who is going to Speak or Listen first - use quantitative ideas - person with longest hair, birthday nearest today, wearing most colours, shortest / longest name, initial comes first in alphabet. 
· Establish how much time students will have (one minute is optimum for speaker, thirty seconds for listener to feedback) 

· Speakers then speak, listeners listen, then feedback. You may want to refresh instructions half way through. 
· When the time is up encourage students to

· Reflect upon what they've exchanged (write down your best 2/5 ideas, Share your ideas with a new partner)

· Provide positive feedback to their partner (either a simple "you were great", or finish the sentence "I enjoyed working with you because...") 
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