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Offensive or OK?
Students experience the importance of how they say things – then generate their own guidelines. 
Developing Thinking
  (
Dialogue Skills
    (
Active Listening    (
Cooperation    (
Reflection  (
Hand out copies of the “Offensive or OK” sheet – one for each pair of students.  (This resource may require re-working to make it optimally culturally relevant). 

Ask students to work with their partner and have a general discussion about a random topic. For example, discuss favorite books, TV programmes, sports teams. During the course ofthis discussion they should try out as many of the phrases as they can. (Emphasize that this is acting – they should be pretending that they disagree with one another – so they should try to be firm). Then ask students to do some individual writing; “Consider how these statements feel when they are used towards you…” Students can also include how it felt when someone used one of those terms to them in the past. Students can then share their ideas using the "Sharing our ideas" activity.  You can also explore with some whole class feedback. 

Then, working in pairs, students split the words/ phrases on the worksheet ‘Offensive or Ok’ into sets of phrases – Tick the ones that would be appropriate to use, Cross the ones that would not, and Question mark the ones about which you are not sure.  Various points will certainly emerge from discussion, so listen out for them as you travel round the room, but be prepared to ask questions to elicit these points. The appropriateness of most of these statements depend upon;

a) The context. (You can explore this by asking students to think about the different ways that they might speak to their friends, their teachers and their grandparents). 

b) The tone of voice

c) Body language. 

What could make the phrases take on a different meaning? Say a phrase with inappropriate body language, tone or phrasing. This is an exercise in tone and body language – students to role play some of the phrases experimenting with how they are sitting or standing when saying them, or how they are making eye contact, or what they are doing with their arms (paired/group or whole class activity). This would work best if the teacher models this with another member of staff or a volunteer from the class before students pair off. Then ask each pair of students to model one example for the rest of the class.
When speaking to others about sensitive issues, what are the important things to remember? Two large sheets of paper, one for best words and one for words to avoid, are placed at opposite ends of the room, with a student in charge of each of them.  Class offers words/terms which are then listed on the appropriate poster. These posters can be typed up, and used as a resource for the rest of the module.
It may also be helpful to refer to these “rights respecting sentence starters”.
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