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Sharing Our Ideas.
Students work with a partner to share or generate ideas.
Developing Thinking
  (
Dialogue Skills
    (
Active Listening    (
Cooperation    (
Conflict mediation (
Reflection  (
You will need a timer for this activity - preferably one that is visible to the students.  You can download one here, or choose from a whole range of online resources here. 
· Get students working in pairs - pair them up with; someone at their desk, a usual partner, someone that they choose, or use numbers / cut up pictures to pair them.  (Hand out cards with numbers on - 2 of each number - when students come in, then ask them to find the student with the same number). 

· Outline the question for the students.  The question for this activity should be open-ended, and encouraging divergent (creative thinking), so it works best when you are asking students to either 
· reflect back upon what they have learned ("remind each other what we covered last lesson"),

· come up with a variety of possible answers to a question ("how many answers to the question X can you and your partner come up with") 

· Allow some silent individual thinking time - 20 seconds maximum. 

· Establish who is going to start - use quantitative ideas - person with longest hair, birthday nearest today, wearing most colours, shortest / longest name, initial comes first in alphabet. 
· Establish how much time students will have (one minute is optimum) 

· Students then take turns sharing their ideas or responses - they have to move quickly, and share as many ideas as possible - ideally there should be no hesitation - they should be trying to share as many ideas as possible it the time allowed. 

· When the time is up encourage students to

· Reflect upon what they've exchanged (write down your best 2/5 ideas, Share your ideas with a new partner)

· Provide positive feedback to their partner (either a simple "you were great", or finish the sentence "I enjoyed working with you because...") 
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