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Hannah Kinchin-Frost 

One of the main reasons I joined this group was because I felt frustrated with not knowing how to coach my students 

to improve their answers to the 12 mark questions in exam papers. I needed to find ways to provide them with a 

bank of strategies they could use to develop strong argumentation in their essays and with the focus of this group 

being just that, leapt at the chance to join. 

When reading Toulmin’s ‘The Uses of Argument’, the aspect that jumped out at me the most was in his writing on 

the layout of arguments. This chapter explains the process of supporting statements with warrants, backing the 

warrants and using anomalies to work as a qualifier for the conclusion. The chapter also provides visual diagrams on 

how to structure such arguments and I knew these would support my students when planning their answers. 

I took Toulmin’s diagrams of arguments and used these in my classroom by applying the process to specific exam 

questions. We have completed these together as a class on the board and they have completed them in pairs. 

Example 1, modelling on the board as a class: 
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Example 2, pair work: 
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By laying the argument out like this, students can see if their statements are backed by logical warrants and if it 

follows the chain of reasoning they imagined. If it doesn’t they can complete another sheet until they get it right.  

 

My trainee teacher also created some activities using Toulmin’s layout of argument. One of these were card sorts 

where students had to identify aspects of the argument: 

   

Students have said that the structure helps them to “see what I need to do” and that it “shows me when I’m missing 

something so I know what I have to put in”. 


