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Research (n) act of searching closely from French 
recerche (1530s)

Research (v) to seek out, search from French 
recercher (1590s)



• How did you decide what to wear if you went outside for a walk/run 
today?

• How did you decide which mobile phone to buy?

• How did you decide which hotel/apartment/campsite to stay at for 
your last holiday?



What do we mean by research?
• A study which seeks to make known something about a field of 

practice or activity which is currently unknown to the researcher.

• Research therefore aims to increase knowledge and/or reach (new) 
understanding

• Research is usually driven by a question e.g. a problem, concern or 
issue. This question then usually leads to a literature review followed 
by the defining of the research approach, design, strategy and 
methods, collection of data, analysis of data and finally writing a 
report. However, this is not usually a linear process!



Why does research matter?

Use post it notes to jot down ideas



Why does research matter?
• Provides reliable sources of new knowledge and understanding

• Develops and trials best practice/pedagogies 

• Empowers teachers to improve methods/strategies thus becoming 
more effective

• Monitors trends in attitudes and attainment

• Leads to policy changes/making of policy e.g. identifying inequalities 
in provision

• It nourishes (and exercises!) our minds!



Why engage with research

• Ofsted Research Review (2021) and the importance of scholarship

• Making more robust and intentional connections with the 
disciplinary foundations of our subject

• Increasing the professionalisation of the teacher of RE/R&W

• Ensures we are up to date with the latest thinking



Some ways to engage with research…

Library of over 100 research 
reports

Case Studies

Research Opportunities

Research of the Month

Engaging in and with research 

Research Bulletin

Research Posters

Resources from conferences



Research of the Month
Each month:
A short vlog or film from a researcher
A summary of their research and links to journal 
papers or articles
A series of discussion questions to use with local 
groups, a department or other group of teachers



Dr Kate Christopher and Dr Lynn Revell- Islam as a worldview

Watch the video at https://vimeo.com/569745056

https://vimeo.com/569745056


The research library
• Click on any of the drop 

downs to refine your search 
using set categories

• I’ve selected nature of RE, and 
then aims. 

• Click the ‘submit’ button

Why not ask a local group 
member to choose a piece of 
research to summarise to your 
next meeting? 



The research library

• Summaries of research 
reports and papers will 
now appear. Click on 
‘read more’  

• I’ve clicked on the paper 
by Martha Shaw and 
Adam Dinham

Why not ask a local group member 
to create some questions about one 
of the pieces of research for you to 
chat about together?



The research library

• You can now read a 
summary of their 
research and if you scroll 
down you can find a link 
to the in-depth report or 
paper or article at the 
bottom of the page under 
‘find out more’. 

Why not choose one piece of research 
and consider what difference it might 
make to your practice in the classroom? 
Could you try something out and 
feedback to your local group?



In conversation

• Join in live, or watch/listen to 
recorded events

• Ana talks about mapping the 
sacred in your local area. She 
even shares some resources 
you can download to help.

• Other curriculum related 
conversations include: Denise 
Cush, Stephen Pett, Martha 
Shaw, Jo Pearce and Alexis 
Stones, Tamanda Walker, …

New series will begin in October 2022



E learning platform

• FREE Online Courses

• Introduction to religion and worldviews

• Introduction to curriculum

• Introduction to research

• All designed to last approx 90 mins

• Further courses planned from September

• courses.cstg.org.uk





New curriculum related research in the pipeline 
funded by CSTG
• University of Strathclyde – Reimagining an R&W education, includes 

curricula materials

• University of Birmingham- Environmental ethics, climate and nature 
in R&W education

• Ormiston Academy Trust – curriculum and progression

• EYFS Group– R&W model digital curriculum

• David Ross Education Trust- disciplinary language in the classroom

https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/projects/grants-awarded/

https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/projects/grants-awarded/
https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/projects/grants-awarded/
https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/projects/grants-awarded/


Why engage in research

• Relates research to your own context - ‘Real World’ research

• Makes research meaningful to you, and in particular to pupil 
outcomes

• Builds confidence and promotes reflexivity

• Places the teacher as researcher, rather than ‘consumer’ (Teacher 
agency)

• Learning which is ‘spaced out’ is known to be more effective, so 
doing research is a highly effective form of CPD

• Focus on something you are passionate about!



An example: Research Bulletin

• Undertaking a 
Masters or doctoral 
studies

• Collaborative writing 
brings together 
examples from 
different schools

https://www.reonline.org.uk/re
search/research-bulletin/

https://www.reonline.org.uk/research/research-bulletin/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/research/research-bulletin/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/research/research-bulletin/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/research/research-bulletin/


An example: Research of the Month (Hunting)

• A small group of teachers

• CSTG funded small scale grant

• Well focused around GCSE 
argumentation

• Support from a university lecturer

• Resources developed to support 
all teachers of KS3/4



An Example: Leadership Programme

• Work with a mentor to 
develop a research interest 

• Areas explored last year 
included: Etymology, 
curriculum design, multi-
disciplinary approaches, 
decoloising the curriculum, 
hermeneutics, pedagogy.

• https://www.reonline.org.u
k/leadership/leadership-
programme/

During 2022-23 we are launching a new Cteach Scholarship Programme

https://www.reonline.org.uk/leadership/leadership-programme/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/leadership/leadership-programme/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/leadership/leadership-programme/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/leadership/leadership-programme/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/leadership/leadership-programme/


Your chance to make a difference!

• Celebratory 10th anniversary awards! 10 
awards, £1000 each.

• Small innovative projects or initiatives

• Get a small group of teachers together 
or work within your own school

• Applications close 22nd Sept

• Chat to us!! 

• https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/celebrat
ing-10-years/

https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/celebrating-10-years/
https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/celebrating-10-years/
https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/celebrating-10-years/
https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/celebrating-10-years/
https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/celebrating-10-years/
https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/celebrating-10-years/
https://www.cstg.org.uk/grants/celebrating-10-years/


Questions



And finally….
• Two pieces of recent research you really need to read if you haven’t 

already!!

• Worldview: A. multidisciplinary report

• https://www.religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/20-19438-REC-Worldview-Report-A4-
v2.pdf

• Worldviews in Religious Education 
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/research/2020/10/21/worldviews
-in-religious-education
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