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RELIGIOUS TOLERATION AND PEACE 
- Four year project 2018-22
- Linking past and present 
- Partners in Belgium, Estonia, Finland, Germany, 

North Macedonia, Poland, Spain
- Open University UK lead
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Docutubes

Religious Tolerance in School 
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Total of 97 young people (aged 12-18) took part 
in Docutube pilot workshops in 2020-22

Evaluation through small group interviews as 
well as teachers’/ researchers’ observation 

reports 

A total of 65 students who took part in Docutube
pilot workshops in Tampere, Warsaw, Tartu, 

Urswick (London), Mainz and  Skopje completed 
anonymous evaluation questionnaires

Evaluation 
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Questionnaire: ‘History can help us understand how to approach 
religious peace and toleration in society today.’ 
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Questionnaire: ‘Making a Docutube film helped me learn about 
religious peace and toleration’





Conclusions:
• Effectiveness of creative approach to learning with history and critical thinking 

about the past and present

• Multisensory, ‘hands on’ approach can support deep learning 

• Value of respectful, ‘open minded approach’ to discussions with young people 
about religious toleration and peace, facilitation of a ‘safe space to speak out’, 
express their own opinions and share experiences

• Room for exploration and creative freedom 

• Young people expressed desire to learn more about different religious traditions and 
religious history in their local environment

• Process of making docutube is more important than the end result

• Importance of team work, collaboration, learning with/from others

• Development of a wide range of skills (incl. critical thinking, cultural/ historical/ 
religious literacy, team working, presenting/ public speaking, filmmaking/ editing 
skills  etc.) 
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Future Plans
UK  

New funding of £26k from 
Culham St Gabriels Trust for UK-
based activity; £23k from Open 

University for international 
activity

2023: Workshops in UK, 
including Bishop Douglass 

Catholic School (East Finchley, 
north London) and Rose Castle 
Foundation Youth Programme. 

Discussions with further school 
and other partners ongoing: 
offers and recommendations 

still very welcome 

Dissemination/impact event in 
London  and Belfast late 

2023/early 2024  – engagement 
with UK parliament and 

Northern Ireland Assembly + 
written policy briefing 

Opportunity for additional 
systematic evaluation without 
Covid constraints, leading to 

academic publication



Future Plans: International 

Workshops EuroClio – History teachers (Vilnius - April 2023)
EFTRE – Religious Studies teachers (Rome – August 2023)

Planning for workshops in Albania, Jordan, Oman – three 
contrasting majority Muslim countries

Ongoing development of existing RETOPEA network and 
contacts  



Further 
Information 
and Contacts 

RETOPEA home page: 
https://retopea.eu/s/start/page/home

Open Learn Course: Young people and 
religion: creative learning with history

The Open University RETOPEA Team: 
John Maiden, Stefanie Sinclair, Katelin Teller, 
John Wolffe 
retopea@open.ac.uk and/or 
Katelin.Teller1@open.ac.uk
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