
 
 

Developing your subject knowledge for teaching secondary Religious Education 

This is for people who are planning to train to be an RE Teacher, or for teachers with other specialisms who are 
looking to teach RE. Below is a menu (rather than a prescrip<on) of resources for you to select from. They have 
been separated into sec<ons to help you. Each sec<on includes a range of resources. Those listed first are more 
accessible and those further down the list are more detailed. This list is not exhaus<ve but should provide you 
with a good introduc<on using reliable sources.  

If you are on an ITT course your provider will give you a subject knowledge audit and help you track the 
development of your knowledge across your training year.  In this situa<on the resources listed can be used to 
support and guide that development. 

We thank Karen Steele for providing this comprehensive list of resources to develop subject knowledge. Whilst 
they have been wriHen from an English context there is much that will be useful across the four na<ons. 

Tips 

• Complete the subject knowledge audit (see download on webpage www.reonline.org.uk/initial-
teacher-training/subject-knowledge-enhancement-resources/ ) and use this to prioritise. Use the 
resource lists below to select the resources that will help you to fill the gaps in your knowledge. 
You can judge if you need to begin with the more simple resources, or need the more advanced 
one. 

• Keep a record/ journal to record your progress (trainee teachers will be required to show the 
development of their subject knowledge, so this will be really helpful) 

• Look at GCSE/ A-level specification and examination materials (more guidance below) 
• Subscribe to the REOnline newsletter  
• Subscribe to the Religion Media Centre news bulletins here:  
• Join the National Association of RE Teachers (NATRE) - there is a student subscription - to get 

the latest news  and access to resources.  
• If you are in Scotland you will also want to join STARME 

Introduc-on to the subject 
Culham St Gabriel’s Short Courses Start with the introductory courses and move on to the Digging Deeper 
modules if appropriate: 

• Introducing a religion and worldviews approach 
• Introduction to subject knowledge 

The Open University Religion, Belief and Worldviews Learning hub The following courses and videos may be of 
particular help: 

• Introducing the Philosophy of Religion 
• An education in religion and worldviews 
• Why not ‘World Religions’? 
• Religion, Faith, Spirituality and Worldviews? Short video 

Future Learn: Why Religion Matters: Religious Literacy, Culture and Diversity 

Alison Courses: 
• Introduction to Theology and Religious Studies 
• Comparative Study of Religion 
• An Introduction to Philosophy 

Reading 
• Holloway, R (2016) A Li%le History of Religion 
• Holt, J.D. (2022) Religious Educa7on in the Secondary School 

http://www.reonline.org.uk/initial-teacher-training/subject-knowledge-enhancement-resources/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/initial-teacher-training/subject-knowledge-enhancement-resources/
https://reonline.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=1fb0c29ab731212a3ab5788dc&id=ac766e00fe
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/newsletter/
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/
https://natre.org.uk/membership/?membership=teacher
https://starme.co.uk/
https://courses.cstg.org.uk/
https://courses.cstg.org.uk/enrol/index.php?id=34
https://courses.cstg.org.uk/enrol/index.php?id=34
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/religionandworldviews
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/religious-studies/introducing-the-philosophy-religion/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/an-education-religion-and-worldviews/content-section-
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/why-not-world-religions/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/religious-studies/religion-faith-spirituality-and-worldviews
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/why-religion-matters
https://alison.com/topic/learn/154656/foundations-and-approaches-of-theology-learning-outcomes
https://alison.com/course/comparative-study-of-religions
https://alison.com/course/an-introduction-to-philosophy


 
 
Buddhism 

Video Resources 
• Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction by Damien Keown short video 
• TrueTube: The enlightenment of the Buddha short video 
• TrueTube: Holy Cribs The Vihara 

Reading 
• Holt, J.D. (2022) Religious Education in the Secondary School, chapter 8 

Websites 
RE Online: Buddhist Worldviews essays and links 

Podcasts 
The RE Podcast: S1 E8 The One With The Middle Way 
The RE Podcast: S7 E12 The One About Decolonising Buddhism 
 
Christianity 

Video Resources 
• TrueTube: A Portrait of Jesus 
• TrueTube: Church History in ten minutes video 
• TrueTube: The Bible in Ten Minutes video 
• TrueTube: Understanding Denominations Christianity 

Reading 
• Holt, J.D. (2022) Religious Education in the Secondary School, chapter 9 

Podcasts 
• The RE Podcast: S6 E7 The One About The Bible 
• The RE Podcast: S9 E1 The One about Orthodoxy 
• The RE Podcast: S14 E11 The One About Pentecostalism and the Charismatic Movement 

Websites 
RE Online: Christian worldviews essays and links 
 
Hindu Dharma 

Video Resources 
• Cogito: Hinduism Explained video 
• TrueTube: Holy Cribs The Mandir 

Reading 
• Holt, J.D. (2022) Religious Education in the Secondary School, chapter 10 

Podcasts 
• The RE Podcast: S3 E9 Sanatan Dharma 
• The RE Podcast: S11 E5 The One About The Vedas 

Websites 
• RE Online: Hindu Worldviews essays and links 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5HxC2q90RU
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/the-enlightenment-of-the-buddha/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/holy-cribs-the-vihara/
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/religion-worldview/buddhist-worldview-traditions/
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/s1-e8-the-one-with-the-middle-way/id1534213872?i=1000499691499
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/s3-e1-the-one-about-feminist-theology/id1534213872?i=1000518409990
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/a-portrait-of-jesus/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/church-history-in-ten-minutes-2/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/the-bible-in-ten-minutes/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/understanding-denominations-christianity/
https://www.therepodcast.co.uk/post/s6-e7-the-one-about-the-bible
https://www.therepodcast.co.uk/post/s9-e1-the-one-about-orthodoxy
https://www.therepodcast.co.uk/post/s14-e11-the-one-about-pentecostalism-and-the-charismatic-movement
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/religion-worldview/christian-worldview-traditions/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlBEEuYIWwY
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/holy-cribs-the-mandir/
https://www.therepodcast.co.uk/post/season-3-episode-8-the-one-about-sanatan-dharma
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-re-podcast/id1534213872?i=1000643969771
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/religion-worldview/hindu-worldview-traditions/


 
 
Islam 

Video Resources 
• TrueTube: How Islam began in 10 minutes video 
• The University of Nottingham : Basic beliefs in Islam short video 
• TrueTube: denominations in Islam short video 
• TrueTube: Holy Cribs The Mosque short video 
• The University of Nottingham: Exploring the Qur’an and its Interpretation short video 

Reading 
• Holt, J.D. (2022) Religious Education in the Secondary School, chapter 11 

Websites and online courses 
• Open University free short online course: Diversity in religion: Islam 
• RE Online: Muslim Worldviews essays and links 
• Chris Hewer Website with a range of resources for GCSE Islam 

 
Judaism 

Video Resources 
• TrueTube: Holy Cribs The Synagogue 
• TrueTube: Holy Books The Torah 
• What is a Jew? Short video 
• LSE Faith Centre: Covenant 

Reading 
• Holt, J.D. (2022) Religious Education in the Secondary School, chapter 12 

Podcasts 
• Flourishing Together Podcast:  S2 E9 Teaching Jewish Worldviews with Anna Silver 

Website and online courses 
RE Online: Jewish Worldviews essays and links  
Jewish Living Online 
 
Non-religious worldviews 

Video Resources 
• Atheism: A Very Short Introduction by Julian Baggini, short video 
• Understanding Humanism: An introduction to Humanism 

Podcasts 
• The RE Podcast: S6 E6 The One About Humanism 
• The RE  Podcast: S13 E8: The One About Atheism 

Websites and online courses 
• RE Online: non-religious worldviews essays and links 
• Introducing humanism: non-religious approaches to life Online course 
• Understanding Humanism website 

 
Sikhi 

Video resources 

https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/how-islam-began-in-ten-minutes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxuHBTES2-s
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/understanding-denominations-islam/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/holy-cribs-the-mosque/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xep7F_Hmni4
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/diversity-religion-islam/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/religion-worldview/muslim-worldview-traditions/
https://chrishewer.org/g-c-s-e/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/holy-cribs-the-synagogue/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/holy-books-the-torah/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCmHd_scHik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zvs5PaQv7k&t=26s
https://creators.spotify.com/pod/profile/flourishingtogether/episodes/S2-E9-Teaching-Jewish-Worldviews-with-Anna-Silver-e2q2u9u
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/religion-worldview/jewish-worldview-traditions/
https://jlo.org.uk/courses/jewish-life-in-the-uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4mc-jsMDns
https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/res_films/introducing-humanism/
https://www.therepodcast.co.uk/post/s6-e6-the-one-about-humanism
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-re-podcast/id1534213872?i=1000677860767
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/religion-worldview/non-religious-worldview-traditions/
https://courses.understandinghumanism.org.uk/courses/introducing-humanism/
https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/


 
 

• LSE Faith Centre: Justice 
• Sikhism: A Very Short Introduction by Eleanor Nesbitt short video 
• TrueTube: The formation of the Khalsa short video 
• TrueTube: Holy Cribs The Gurdwara 
• Truetube: Vaisakhi 

Reading 

• Holt, J.D. (2022) Religious Education in the Secondary School, chapter 13 
Podcasts 

• The RE Podcast: S3 E4: The One About Sikhi 
Websites 

• RE Online: Sikhi Worldviews essays and links 
• Teaching Sikhi Report 

 
Other religions and worldviews 

• Beyond the Big Six by James Holt webinar 
• REOnline: links to essays etc for a number of religions and worldviews can be found here 

 
Disciplines in RE 

Many people thinking of teaching RE will have a background in a particular disciplines or ways of knowing 
(Theology, Philosophy, Social Sciences, History etc.). RE draws on a range of disciplines and all contribute to 
the richness of the subject. It is important that we think carefully about the disciplinary knowledge we need to 
study religion and worldviews and where we have particular strengths, or areas that need development. 

• This short video – Balanced RE – explains it really well 
• Material from the Ways of Knowing focus week on RE:Online: blogs, films, a parent leaflet, an in 

conversation webinar and links 
• This is Podcast explores disciplinary knowledge in RE in much more detail: Flourishing Together 

Podcast: S2 E12: Getting Better at ‘Ways of Knowing’ in RE with Gillian Georgiou and Olivia 
Seymour – Flourishing Together 

•  Meols Cop RE Disciplinary Conversations webinar (Religious Studies) 
 

Philosophy of Religion 
Podcasts 

• The RE Podcast S15 E3: The One About Metaphysics 
• The RE Podcast: S12 E8: The One About Fallacies In Arguments 
• The RE Podcast: S13 E1: The One About Ethics 
• The Panpsycast (podcasts on all aspects of Philosophy) 

 
Reading 

• Warburton, N (2012) A Little History of Philosophy 
 
Video Resources 

• Meols Cop RE Disciplinary Conversations webinar (Philosophy) 
 

Websites and online courses 
• BBC: Seven ways to spot a bad argument (logical fallacies) 
• Open University Online Introduction to Philosophy of Religion free course 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZhwdYi22c0&list=PLES8am6h1ShjRbLwJ4C_7zh3thVDboLxw&index=2&t=77s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNPhLQmR5W0
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/the-formation-of-the-khalsa/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/holy-cribs-the-gurdwara/
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/vaisakhi/
https://www.therepodcast.co.uk/post/season-3-episode-4-the-one-about-sikhi
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/religion-worldview/sikhi-worldview-traditions/
https://www.cstg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2025/09/JSINGH_SikhIRE_ReportFINAL.pdf
https://jamesdholt.com/cpd/beyond-the-big-six-religions/
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/religion-and-worldview-traditions/
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/resource-spotlight-and-other-resources/focus-weeks/
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/resource-spotlight-and-other-resources/focus-weeks/
https://creators.spotify.com/pod/profile/flourishingtogether/episodes/S2-E12-Getting-Better-at-Ways-of-Knowing-in-RE-with-Gillian-Georgiou-and-Olivia-Seymour-e35lp2h
https://creators.spotify.com/pod/profile/flourishingtogether/episodes/S2-E12-Getting-Better-at-Ways-of-Knowing-in-RE-with-Gillian-Georgiou-and-Olivia-Seymour-e35lp2h
https://creators.spotify.com/pod/profile/flourishingtogether/episodes/S2-E12-Getting-Better-at-Ways-of-Knowing-in-RE-with-Gillian-Georgiou-and-Olivia-Seymour-e35lp2h
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8Fc7Xakhh4
https://www.therepodcast.co.uk/post/s15-e3-the-one-about-metaphysics
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-re-podcast/id1534213872?i=1000658984634
https://www.thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WskVLaUM48o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/future/article/20240709-seven-ways-to-spot-a-bad-argument
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/religious-studies/introducing-the-philosophy-religion/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab


 
 
Theology 
Video resources 

• Meols Cop RE Disciplinary Conversations webinar (Theology) 

• Why Study the differences between Theology and Religious Studies with Alison Milbank video 
Podcasts 

• The RE Podcast: S3 E1 The One About Feminist Theology 
Websites 

• REOnline: Practical introduction to hermeneutics 
Online courses 

• Alison Introduction to Theology online course 
 
Human & Social Sciences 
Video Resources 

• What is a Social Science? Short video 
• Meols Cop RE Disciplinary Conversations webinar (Social Sciences) 

Podcasts 

• The RE Podcast: S7 E14 The One About The Census 2021 
• The RE Podcast: S13 E11: The One About The Psychology Of Religion 

Websites 

• RE:Online: Blog, Research spotlight and Resource spotlight about RE in numbers 
 
GCSE Religious Studies 
Here are links to the GCSE exam boards. Each will have links to the specification and assessment 
materials. Although there are differences, there is a lot of common content and skills. Do not worry too much, 
just choose one to explore. Have a go at an exam paper to help you get a feel for what it is like and then find 
the mark scheme and have a go at marking your work. You could also look at the examiner’s report to see 
what the common mistakes were etc. 

• AQA GCSE 
• Edexcel GCSE 
• Eduqas GCSE 
• OCR GCSE 

There are many materials available to support the GCSE that you might find helpful for your subject knowledge 
and to help you understand what is required at GCSE level. For example: 

• Ben Wardle does subject knowledge videos and walk-through exam papers on YouTube 
• Series 17 of The RE Podcast has a number of episodes dedicated to GCSE RS 

 
A-level Religious Studies 
Here are links to the A-level exam boards. Each will have links to the specification and assessment 
materials. Although there are differences, there is a lot of common content and skills. Do not worry too much, 
just choose one to explore. 

• AQA A-level 
• Edexcel A-level 
• Eduqas A-level 
• OCR A-level 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZc_ys9RgOE
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-re-podcast/id1534213872?i=1000518409990
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/resources/practical-introduction-to-hermeneutics/
https://alison.com/course/introduction-to-theology-and-religious-studies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiLj35g_cAU&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo4Fg1bzwA4
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/s7-e14-the-one-about-the-2021-census/id1534213872?i=1000589532854
https://open.spotify.com/episode/09AZ8qcUcSLocXIrcaAFdi
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/blog/british-religion-in-numbers/
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/research/british-religion-in-numbers/
https://reonlinenew.methreeclients.co.uk/resources/british-religion-in-numbers-in-the-classroom/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.html
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-gcse/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
https://www.youtube.com/@BenWardle
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/a-level/religious-studies-7062/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.html
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-asa-level/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/


 
 
There are many materials available to support the A-level that you might find helpful for your subject 
knowledge and to help you understand what is required at A-level. For example: 

• The Panpsycast (podcasts on all aspects of Philosophy) 
• Philosophy according to Eddie videos (he also does ones on Ethics and Christian Philosophy) 
• I think therefore I teach website 
• A- level Religious Studies revision notes for all exam boards 

 
Further Development 

Here are useful links for you to explore further 

Reading 

• A good bibliography of suggested reading 
Websites 

• REOnline – a wealth of resources including essays and links on many religious worldviews and 
traditions 

• Religion Media Centre – includes factsheets, news stories and briefings about religion in the news 
• Theologians in Conversation (University of Nottingham) 
• University of Chester: Theology and Religious Studies A-level Webinars 

Podcasts 

• The RE Podcast – explore hundreds of episodes on a wide range of topics related to RE 
• In Our Time podcasts – hundreds of episodes on religion and philosophy 
• Theos podcasts – podcasts on a wide range of topics related to religion and worldviews 
• Beyond Belief podcasts –a wonderful archive of episodes about many aspects of religion and lived 

experience 
• The Moral Maze – debate examining the moral issues behind one of the week’s news stories 

Online Courses 

• Culham St Gabriel’s Short Courses – start with the introductory courses and move on to the 
Digging Deeper modules as appropriate 

• The Open University Religion, belief and worldviews hub  includes free online courses, webinars, 
and videos 

• FutureLearn online courses in religion 
• Harvard X online courses on world religions through their scriptures. These are free, but you need 

to pay a fee if you wish to get a certificate 
Teaching Resources 

• TrueTube – a wealth of short videos on a range of topics within RE 
• BBC Bitesize- a wealth of resources for GCSE and for other year groups 
• The Bible Project – a wide range of resources designed to help people to understand the Bible 
• The Oak Academy –free, expert-designed resources –  Key Stage 3; Key Stage 4 

This resource has been compiled by Karen Steele from the University of Worcester. It is not intended to be an 
exhaustive list, but a guide. 

 

 

  

https://www.thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2usXntNzDk&list=PLGCa2kw07x08GKERZIKNVuB_GvtgoOtCR
https://ithinkthereforeiteach.com/
https://alevelphilosophyandreligion.com/ocr-religious-studies/
https://jamesdholt.com/subject-knowledge-audits/
http://www.reonline.org.uk/
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/
https://mediaspace.nottingham.ac.uk/esearch/search?keyword=theologians%20in%20conversation
https://www.chester.ac.uk/about/faculties/arts-humanities-and-social-sciences/school-of-humanities-and-social-sciences/theology-and-religious-studies-a-level-webinars/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl/episodes/guide
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/comment/podcasts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006s6p6/episodes/player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qk11/episodes/downloads
https://courses.cstg.org.uk/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/religionandworldviews?filter=date/grid/all/all/all/all/all/all&page=2
https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/politics-and-society-courses/religion
https://harvardonline.harvard.edu/program/world-religions-through-their-scriptures
https://www.truetube.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zb48q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmyb4wx
https://bibleproject.com/classroom/
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/religious-education-secondary-ks3/units
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/key-stages/ks4/subjects/religious-education/programmes

